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Forestry and Environmental Action (FEA) : Turn to
Nature !

The second association we met in the capital of Bosnia-Herzegovina was
FEA for Forestry and Environmental Action. This one an opportunity to talk
about a brand new topic for Shake Your City: the sustainable management of
forests in Bosnia-Herzegovina. We were welcomed by Amina Trle Trbić, head of
communication and project coordinator in this NGO.

Bosnia-Herzegovina and its forests.

During our interview with Amina, we were surprised to learn that
Bosnia-Herzegovina is one of the most forested countries in Europe,
with a forest cover of over 60%. The already high percentage of forest
cover has significantly increased in the last 25-30 years due to the
migration of people from rural areas to cities. This resulted in many
agricultural lands becoming forests over time. Today, Bosnia and
Herzegovina is a forest-rich country and its forests are characterized by
great diversity of forest types, from coastal Mediterranean forests to
mountain forests in central Bosnia and Herzegovina.

One objective: To meet the needs of society while managing the important
forest in a sustainable way.

FEA is a regional non-governmental network established in 2007. Its main objective is to
help build societies that responsibly manage their natural resources and raise awareness
locally, regionally and internationally when given a chance. To do this, the NGO has various
tools for action, including the organization of numerous events: workshops, round tables,
study trips, etc. But also through the design and implementation of public awareness
campaigns at local and national levels.

Three main areas of action.

1) Women in the forestry industry

During our interview, Amina explained to us that in Bosnia-Herzegovina, but also in most
countries, the forestry sector is mainly male. Thus, one of the ambitions of this NGO is to
analyze the place of women in forestry and also to promote this sector to young women.
Indeed, it is a sector that recruits and is very dynamic. The organization is working on proposing
a new, innovative and adapted learning approach that will support a more active role for women
in the forestry sector.
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2) Monitoring of corruption

The organization invests a lot of time in research and finding ways to combat the illegal
activities in forestry. To do so, they work with public authorities. In this way, illegal activities are
reduced and citizens are encouraged to get involved in the conservation of their forests.

3) Raising awareness of good environmental practices

FEA, in collaboration with the local community Pionirska Dolina, is
implementing a project working on community awareness and citizen
education. Some activities are organized for the community, such as
raising awareness about waste management that can be reduced or
reused.

However, this organization is not only limited to these areas as their
scope of action is vast, varying from forest pedagogy and education,
nature protection, awareness raising etc.

The future of the organization: a desire to expand for
greater awareness.

At the end of the interview, the organization's communication manager told us that she
would like FEA to be able to reach out to more people. Indeed, as the team is relatively small (8
people), she would like to see it grow in order to be able to solve more problems related to
forest management.

Moreover, she hopes that the forest and wood processing sectors will evolve over time. In
the next few years, she would like to see wooden products made in Bosnia and Herzegovina
and her county becoming recognizable for its forests and quality wood.

Conclusion: an association focused on the sustainable and relevant use of
forests in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

FEA, which has been operating in Bosnia-Herzegovina for 15 years now, is helping to build
societies that will manage forests in a sustainable way. Between sensitizing citizens through
workshops and participation in programs (United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification), the subjects and projects are multiple and ambitious.

Contact :

Amina Trle Trbić
+387 61 747 763
amina.trle@feasee.org, fea@fea-bh.com
1 Skenderpašina St. 71 000 Sarajevo
Bosnia and Herzegovina
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